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Student Service Consortium Center 2005 Year-End Report 
Nancy Thames, SSCC program director 

 
Student Service Consortium Center AmeriCorps member Bradley Adkins is serving at Monticello 
Elementary School in the Monticello school district as a reading tutor. Bradley tutors reading in the 
Great Leaps reading program and works with third grade students.  

Bradley is implementing a Make A Difference Project during the fall semester that involves developing 
daily healthy dental habits. As a part of this project, he invited a dental hygienist to the school to talks to 
students about dental health. To reinforce dental health habits, Bradley brought in a jeopardy game 
about dental health and classes worked together as teams to answer the questions correctly. The class the 
won the activity received tooth brushes.  

Bradley is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Kathy Bennett is serving at Central Elementary School in the Clark County 
school district as a reading tutor.  

Kathy is implementing a Make A Difference Day project in which she will be distributing nutritional 
information, working with student council for operation Happiness, which is an annual event in Clark 
County and Winchester to collect food, clothes and toys for families in need for Christmas.  

Kathy is also coordinating the Kids on the Block Cultural Diversity puppet show at school as a part of 
the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Kayla Bowling is serving at Big Creek Elementary School in the Clay 
County school district as a reading tutor. Kayla tutors in the Success for All reading program and works 
with kindergarten through fourth grade students.  

Kayla is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a canned 
food drive in which they collected 2000 cans of food to be donated. In addition to the can food drive, 
Kayla also plans to have several reading volunteers from the health department, sports teams and school 
principal to read and emphasize health and nutrition issues.  

Kayla is also coordinating the Kids on the Block puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Jennifer Brown is serving at Mt. Vernon Elementary School in the 
Rockcastle County school district as a reading tutor. Jennifer tutors reading in the Four Blocks reading 
program and works with kindergarten through third grade students. 

Jennifer is implementing a Make A Difference Day Project during the fall semester that involves health 
and fitness awareness. She created a bulletin board that displayed different sports and exercise activities. 
Students were also given the opportunity to track their steps by using pedometers.  

Jennifer is actively involving her students in a wide variety of health and nutrition activities and she is 
coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC AmeriCorps 
emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Amy Combs is serving at Horse Creek Elementary School in the Clay 
County school district as a reading tutor and has recruited ten volunteers during the fall semester, 2005. 
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Amy tutors reading in the Success for All reading program and works with kindergarten through third 
grade students. 

Amy is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves guest 
speakers and presenters such as nurses, coaches, a fitness trainer, and a nutritionist to talk to students 
about ways to stay healthy. 

Amy is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Beth Eaton is serving at Roundstone Elementary School in the Rockcastle 
County school district as a reading tutor and has recruited thirty-six volunteers during the fall semester, 
2005. Beth tutors reading in the Saxon reading program and works with second grade students. 

Beth is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves guest 
readers, healthy eating, exercise tips, a school wide glove and toboggan drive in which 300 items were 
collected, and 430 books were collected as a part of the Book It program. In addition to the projects that 
Beth has implemented in her school, she also writes the school newsletter and recently participated in a 
radio show to speak about AmeriCorps. 

Beth is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show, Scrubby Bear and Health Care 
puppets at school as a part of the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Donna Edge is serving at Daniel Boone Elementary School in the Madison 
County school district as a reading tutor. Donna tutors reading in the Soar to Success reading program 
and works with fourth and fifth grade students. 

Donna is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a 
walking club with forty students walking 3-5 days a week during recess in coordination with Dr. Louisa 
Debolt, who is a recreation professor at Eastern Kentucky University. 

Donna is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. She also had this to say about her experience, 
“Working with AmeriCorps in this capacity is the culmination of dreams and aspirations.” 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Dawn Gras is serving at Estill Springs Elementary School in the Estill 
County school district as a reading tutor. Dawn tutors reading and works with second grade students.  

Dawn is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a health 
fair with the theme, “Be Healthy Kentucky.” The fair will highlight healthy food choices and the 
benefits of exercise. She is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show. 

Dawn has found her AmeriCorps experience thus far to be extremely rewarding and would recommend 
the opportunity to anyone! 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Robin Hall is serving at Shopville Elementary School in the Pulaski County 
school district as a reading tutor and has recruited thirty-five volunteers during the fall semester, 2005. 
Robin tutors in the Great Leaps reading program and works with second and third grade students. 

Robin is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves an 
exercise obstacle course, which will include hoola hoops, jumping rope, and basketball. The Health 
Department will also be invited to speak to students about importance of healthy eating and exercise. 
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Students will also draw life size characters of fruits, vegetables and children along with handouts for 
parents. 

Robin is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise, and tutoring in the after school program. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Michelle Hoskins is serving at Lancaster Elementary School in the Garrard 
County school district as a reading tutor and has recruited fifteen volunteers during the fall semester, 
2005. Michelle tutors reading in the Scott Foresman E.R.I. reading program and works with 
kindergarten through third grade students. 

Michelle is implementing a Make A Difference Day Project during the fall semester that involves the 
theme “Good Health Makes A Difference.” Guest readers will visit each classroom to read about 
nutrition and exercise to students and share personal choices that promote good health. Michelle also 
distributed calorie counters for Cici’s pizza and information from the health department. 

Michelle is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the 
SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Angie Mackey is serving at Central Primary Elementary School in the 
Corbin Independent school district as a reading tutor and has recruited fifteen volunteers during the fall 
semester, 2005. Angie tutors reading and works with the first grade students. 

Angie is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves the, 
“Guest Readers Make A Difference” program for guest readers. 

Angie is also inviting the area Health Education Center and the Scrubby Bear Program to the school as a 
part of the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Rhonda Morris is serving at Paint Lick Elementary School in the Garrard 
County school district. Rhonda tutors reading in the Success Maker reading program and works with 
elementary grade students. 

Rhonda has implemented a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves 
teaching drug and alcohol awareness. The health department taught students how the use of drugs can 
affect your teeth and body and the Deputy Sheriff brought a drug dog to demonstrate how some drugs 
are located. At the end of the presentation, each student signed a pledge on the wall to stay drug free. 

Rhonda is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member for Bluegrass PRIDE Kendell Nash has been implementing environmental 
literacy and learning projects with 500 students in Jessamine and Warren Counties as well as other 
SSCC service areas. She teaches the importance of environmental concepts in their ESS after school 
programs. The students have begun recycling projects in which they have placed environmental 
recycling bins donated by the Staples store around their schools to encourage others to recycle. Students 
also took a pledge to recycle.   

SSCC AmeriCorps member Barb Pelley is serving at Phelps and Liberty Elementary Schools in the 
Casey County school district as a reading tutor. Barb tutors reading in comprehension, reading fluency 
and phonics programs with first, second and third grade students.  
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Barb is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a beef 
stew drive, family literacy nights and “Reading Rocks” at Phelps Elementary. 

Bard is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at Phelps Elementary School in 
January and February as a part of the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. Barb had 
this to say about her AmeriCorps experience, “Being a second year AmeriCorps member is very 
rewarding.” 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Jamie Phillips is serving at Douglas and Phillips Elementary Schools in the 
Casey County school district. Jamie tutors reading in the Early Success with Intervention Program and 
works with first, second and third grade students. 

Jamie is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves bringing 
in the most canned food items for the Beef Stew Drive and Literacy Nights for both elementary schools. 
Jamie is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at her schools as a part of the 
SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

Jamie loves being an AmeriCorps member and with the help of the program director, she is having a 
very successful year. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Angela Poynter is serving at Silver Creek Elementary School in the 
Madison County school district as a reading tutor and has requited thirty-eight volunteers during the fall 
semester, 2005. Angela tutors reading in the Great Leaps reading program and works with first through 
third grade students. 

Angela is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a month 
of guest readers who are in the medical, nutrition and fitness career to come out and read to the children. 
The Chief of Police also came out to take part in the activity. Angela is also coordinating the Kids on the 
Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and 
exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Kay Poynter is serving at Pulaski Elementary School in the Pulaski County 
school district. Kay tutors reading in the Great Leaps reading program. 

Kay is has implemented a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involved a 
writing contest in which students wrote essays about their healthy lifestyles. All grade levels participated 
in the contest including the students that are considered to have “special needs”. Twenty-six classroom 
teachers also got involved with the Make A Difference Day project by simultaneously switching rooms 
to guest read in a class of a different grade level. All first through fifth grade classes participated in this 
activity. In addition to reading books about nutrition and exercise, the teacher also provided word 
searches, cross word puzzles and coloring pages to the students about exercise and nutrition topics. Each 
teacher also addressed the importance of good nutrition and exercise. 

Teachers were not the only ones to take part in the action, the Pulaski County Public Library and the 
U.K. Extension Office participated as guest readers in the kindergarten classrooms and each student 
received a bookmark. In addition to the guest reader in each grade level, member from the fifth grade 
classes performed a skit about nutrition and exercise for the entire school. 

Kay is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 
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SSCC AmeriCorps member Danielle Reppert is serving at Brodhead Elementary School in the 
Rockcastle County school district. Danielle tutors reading in the Great Leaps reading program and 
works with first through third grade students. 

Danielle is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves having 
volunteers come in and read books and talk about nutrition and exercise. She has also organized an 
exercise broadcast to be played on the school news station for the entire school year. In addition to these 
projects, Danielle is coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the 
SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Sandy Spaulding is serving at Mayfield Elementary School in the Madison 
County school district as a reading tutor and had recruited thirty volunteers during the fall semester, 
2005. Sandy tutors reading with kindergarten through fifth grade students.  

Sandy is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester called, Go Glasses that 
involves getting glasses for all of the students that need them, helping students to remember to wear 
their glasses each day, and to promote a positive environment at school for those students who wear 
glasses by preventing teasing. Sandy is also coordinating the Greatest Grandparents in the World in four 
schools in Madison County, in which grandparents will be brought into the schools to read with students 
as a part of the SSCC AmeriCorps emphasis on health. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Kandi Tucker is serving at Camp Dick Robinson Elementary School in the 
Garrard County school district as a reading tutor. Kandi tutors reading in the Basil and Scholastic 
reading program and works with first through third grade students.  

Kandi is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves a school 
supply drive for the students at Delisle School in Pass Christian, MS that were affected by the hurricane. 
Kandi collected $500.00 in donations for the Delisle Elementary School and recently took the donations 
to Mississippi.  

Kandi is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the SSCC 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 

SSCC AmeriCorps member Lisa Wall is serving at Eubank Elementary School in the Pulaski County 
school district. Lisa tutors reading in the Great Leaps reading program and works with first through third 
grade students. 

Lisa is implementing a Make A Difference Day project during the fall semester that involves the “Feud 
for Food Drive”, in which classes competed to see who could donate the most canned food items. In 
addition to the Feud for Food, students will also learn about eating healthy and the food pyramid. 

Lisa is also coordinating the Kids on the Block nutrition puppet show at school as a part of the 
AmeriCorps emphasis on nutrition and exercise. 


